[Long lasting epidural anesthesia for a morbidly obese patient].
A forty-six year old woman (136 cm, 115 kg), with body mass index (BMI) of 62.2, was scheduled for osteotomy because of postoperative infection and pseudoarthrosis of the right lower leg. During the post two years, the patient had received several orthopedic surgeries under spina anesthesia, which repeatedly accompanied intraoperative respiratory difficulties. At the age of thirty one, she weighted more than 100 kg and needed cardiopulmonary resuscitation during cesarean section under general anesthesia. Considering the past history of anesthesic complications, we decided to perform epidural anesthesia with a written informed consent from the patient. Due to technical difficulties, the operative procedures took six hours and forty-five minutes without complications related to anesthesia. This case demonstrates the necessity of safe and comfortable anesthesia for morbidly obese patients.